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persuade him of anything. He does not hear : as the Egyp-
tians said that Harpocrates, the god of silence, had no mouth,
so Gaster was created without ears, like the image of Jupiter
in Crete. He only speaks by signs, but those signs are more
readily obeyed by every one than the statutes of praetors, or
the commands of monarchs ; neither will he admit the least
hindrance or delay in his summons. You say that ^\iien a
lion roars, all the beasts round about, as far as his roar can
be heard, tremble. It is written, it is true. I have seen it.
I assure you, that at Gaster's command all the heavens
tremble, and all the earth shakes : his command is called,
' Do this at once, or die !'
" What company soever he is in, none dispute with him for
precedence or superiority: he still goes first, though kings,
emperors, or even the Pope, were there. Every one is pressed,
every one labours to serve him ; and in recompense, he does
this good to the world, that he invents all arts, all machines,
all trades, all engines, and all crafts. . . . "When his
regent Penia (Poverty) takes a journey, wherever she goes
all parliaments are shut up, all edicts suspended, all orders
are vain. She is subject to 110 law ; she is exempt from all
law. All shun her, in every place choosing rather to expose
themselves to shipwreck at sea, and to pass through fire,
over mountains, and across gulfs, than be seized by her.
"By the institution of nature, bread has been assigned
him for provision and food, with this blessing of heaven
added, that he should never want the means of procuring
and keeping bread.
" At the beginning he invented the smith's art and hus-
bandry to cultivate the ground, that it might yield hi-m corn-;
he invented arms and the art of war to defend corn ; medi-
cine and astrology, with the necessary mathematics, in order
to keep corn for many years in safety from the injuries of the
air, destruction by beasts, and robbery of thieves; he in-
vented watermills, windmills, handmills, and a thousand
other engines to grind corn and to turn it into meal; leaven
to make the dough ferment, salt to give it a flavour ; fire to
bake it, and clocks and dials to mark the time of its baking.